Course Syllabus

Franklin High School 2020-2021

Course Overview
NOTE: For core classes, all elements of this section (except for name and contact information) are the same.
Course Title: Mock Trial

Instructor Name: Brain Halberg | Contact Info: bhalberg@pps.net
Grade Level(s): 10-12
Credit Type: (i.e. “science”, “elective”) Elective | # of credits per semester: 1

Prerequisites (if applicable): Law and Your Rights (Intro to Law). There are no grade level
prerequisites for this course.

General Course Description:
In Mock Trial, students will role-play witnesses and lawyers in both civil and criminal actions

relating to contemporary topics. Class time is devoted to preparations for various competitions held
at the Multnomah County Courthouse and the Mark O. Hatfield Federal Courthouse. The goal of this
class is to increase confidence in public speaking and critical thinking as well a knowledge of legal
processes and civic engagement.

Mock trials have proven to be an effective learning tool for students of all grade levels. It helps them
understand the law, practice critical thinking, and gain greater confidence with public speaking by
assuming the roles of attorneys and witnesses in a fictional criminal or civil trial. Participants
experience first-hand the difficulties that judges, lawyers, and juries face in determining which fact ast




information or research is required to deepen the investigation or complete the task.
(CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.11-12.1d)

5. Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, assessing whether the reasoning
is valid and the evidence is relevant and sufficient; identify false statements and fallacious reasoning.
(CCSS ELA Literacy RI Standard 9-10.8)

Course Details

Learning Expectations

Materials/Texts:

We the People: The Citizen and the Constitution, Level 2

Street Law Textbook (2020 edition)

Various additional readings and resources will be provided and drawn principally from teacher
created materials and the following:

Classroom Law Project
The Mikva Challenge

Bill of Rights Institute
American Bar Association

Course Content and Schedule:

The course will meet twice per week for 75 minutes and additional small group or asynchronous
sessions as scheduled by the teacher. All meeting times and links will be provided on canvas while
students are engaged in distance learning.

Major skills covered in this course will include a basic working legal vocabulary, public speaking
skills, critical analysis of information and evidence, improved citizenship as an educated participant
in the American legal and governmental systems.

Major units covered in this course are:

Basic principles of the American court system

Purpose and structure of criminal and civil court systems
Tort Law

Crimes against the person

Property Crimes

Civil liberties and civil rights

Elements of a trial
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4. While we are in distance learning, all formative and summative assignments may be
revised. This will change to only summative assignments upon a return to in-person
learning.

Progress Reports/Report Cards (what a grade means):

While remote learning is in place, grade entry will occur on canvas with progress report and report
card submission done via synergy (i.e. student and parent vue). In addition grading while under
remote learning will be conducted under a total point method.

The grading scale for the course is as follows:
A: 90-100

B: 80-89

C: 70-79

D: 60-69

F: <59

Career Related Learning Experience (CRLES) and Essential Skills:
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